
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Year 6 
Term 6 

 

Hola Mexico 

In this unit we will be studying Mexico, focusing intently on the 

culture, geography and history of the country.  

 

Geographical information 

Mexico is a large country that lies in the continent of North America; bordering USA to 

the south, the Pacific Ocean to the west and the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea to 

the east.  

Much of Mexico is covered by mountains, and the highest peaks are over 5000 metres. 

The north of the country is dominated by deserts, the vast Mexico City (the capital) lies 

in the centre, while the south has a tropical climate with rainforests containing many 

species of plant and wildlife.  

In this unit children will: 

 Explore the culture and 

traditions of Mexico 

including its famous ‘Day 

of the Dead’ festival.  

 Study the human and 

physical geography of 

Mexico using maps to 

compare it to other 

countries of interest.  

 Explore how Mexico has 

changed over time and how 

the Aztec and Mayan 

civilisations once ruled 

their lands.  

 

History of Mexico 

1000BC – the Mayan civilisation forms. 

1000 – the southern cities of Maya begin to 

collapse.  

1200 – the Aztecs arrive.  

1440 – Montezuma expands the Aztec 

empire. 

1519 – The Spanish explorers arrive and 

eventually the Aztec leader is killed by 

Hernan Cortez. 

1521 – Cortez claims the land as part of 

Spain. 

1821 – The War of Independence finishes 

and Mexico are freed from Spain.  

1846-1848 – The Mexican-American war 

takes place and Mexico lose part of their 

land in a treaty.  

1929 – The PRI government rule Mexico until 

2000.  

1930 to now – Mexico has an economic boom, 

they hold the 1968 Olympics.  
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Aztec Glossary 

Adobe - A building material made from 

mixing sand, clay, and water.  

Empire - A group of states or peoples 

united under one leader or monarch 

called an emperor.  

Huitzilopochtli - The primary Aztec god, 

he was the god of the sun and war. 

Maize - A vegetable like corn. It was the 

main staple food of the Aztecs. 

Montezuma - Two of the most important 

emperors of the Aztecs were named 

Montezuma. 

Nahuatl - The language spoken by the 

Aztecs.  

Pictograph - A symbol that conveys 

meaning and has a resemblance to a 

physical object. 

Sacrifice - An offering to the gods.  

 

 

Mayan Glossary 

Cacao - Seeds that the Maya used to 

make chocolate.  

Cenote - A sinkhole or pit filled with 

water 

Chichen Itza - The most powerful 

city-state during the start of the 

Post-classic period, Chichen Itza is a 

very popular tourist attraction today. 

Glyph - A symbol used in writing.  

Haab' - The Maya solar calendar that 

was used to measure time and had 

365 days. 

Itzamna - The main god of the Maya 

who created the Earth. 

Tikal - One of the most powerful city-

states.  

Yucatan Peninsula - An area in 

southeastern Mexico where some of 

the Maya civilization developed.  
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