
 

Core Shared Text:  
The Highwayman 
Author:  Alfred Noyes  
Writing Opportunities: setting  
description, diary writing, narrative  
(tragedy), discussion texts. 

Parents could help by:  
Ensuring that they listen to their child read aloud at home as often as 
possible. This has a dramatic impact on the range of vocabulary the 
children are able to use when writing within school.  It is also  
important that children have a secure knowledge of their times tables 
and can apply them to a range of question types. 

Highlights:  

Create a Stratton of the future. 
Used mixed media to create a  
collage that reflects their hopes 
and dreams for the future. 
Design a ‘Viewer’ showing the high-
lights of the 21st century so far. 

    
Overview 
Tick, tock, tick, tock...the hands on the clock never 
stop.  From the moment we are born, from toddler to 
teen, middle age to elderly, time stops for no man. 
Find out what happens to our bodies and brains as we 
grow older, and how do we cope with these changes. 
How long does a human baby take to grow in-
side the womb?  Does it take longer than an 
elephant calf? Or a kitten? 
Take a good look at yourself… How has your 
face changed since you were a baby and how 
will it change as you grow older? Can you pho-
tograph it, change it, age it? 
Imagine you could time travel:  where would 
you go and what would you like to see?  Will 
you head back to your past or into your fu-
ture?  You decide. 
Tick, tock, tick, tock...the hands on the clock never 
stop.   
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Year 5 

Term 5 

 

Time Traveller  
In this unit, children will describe and understand key historical events as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day. They will learn to 

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections, frame historically-valid 

questions. We will also analyse objects and sources from the past using the methods of 

historical enquiry, including considering how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims.  

Theme Overview 

Tick, tock, tick, tock...the hands on the clock never stop.   

From the moment we are born, from toddler to teen, middle age to elderly, time stops for no man. 

Find out what happens to our bodies and brains as we grow older, and how do we cope with these changes. 

How long does a human baby take to grow inside the womb?  Does it take longer than an elephant calf? Or a kitten? 

Take a good look at yourself… How has your face changed since you were a baby and how will it change as you grow 

older? Can you photograph it, change it, age it? 

What an adventure! Imagine you could time travel too:  where would you go and what would you like to see?  Will you 

head back to your past or into your future?  You decide. 

Tick, tock, tick, tock...the hands on the clock never stop. 

  

 

In this unit children will: 

Explore unusual and quirky 

objects from their lives and the 

past to develop writing and 

artistic flair.  

Create a tour video for the 

local area using an online 

mapping tool.  

Consider the possibilities of 

time travel and design their 

own time machine then convince 

a scientist to commission their 

design.  

Use maps from different 

formats and periods of time. 

Explore our local area over the 

years and look ahead by 

creating a Stratton of the 

future. 

Design and create an                  

autobiography of their life so 

far. 

Key Theories / Theorists 
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Key Concepts 

If you ask anyone about time travel, you will get 

fascinating answers, as it’s a fascinating subject. Time 

travelling (be that back into the past or forward into 

the future) is the stuff of science fiction and always 

has been. There are multiple TV shows and movies 

dedicated to time travel, as it’s so interesting to try 

and understand the possibilities. 

 

So time travel naturally all starts with time. We know 

that time exists as we created it, as we know that 

things have been happening since the dawn of time! 

Ever since the universe was created by the Big Bang, 

time has been moving, and everything that has come 

before us up to this very present day is because of 

time. So we travel in time every day. That means that 

time travel is real and is something that exists. When 

you look at it like that, we are always time travellers! 

The big question is: Can we travel back through time to 

events that have already happened, or can we travel 

forward through time to events that have not happened 

yet? That has always been the great wonder. The 

answer is:  we do not know, and there has been no 

evidence ever to prove travelling back or forward in 

time has or will happen. 

One of the greatest and most famous physicists 

Stephen Hawking, who was a master on the subject, 

believes that it’s almost impossible to travel back in 

time. It makes sense when you think about it. It’s in the 

past and it has already happened. How could you go 

back? So we can park time travel back in time. It’s 

likely to never happen. 

Time travel into the future though, that’s different! It 

just may be possible. Hawking’s theory is that if we 

discover how to travel really fast (up to even half the 

speed of light) in a specially made train around the 

world for about a week in real time for the passengers 

on board, they would end up 100 years into the future 

from when the train first took off. When you think 

about it, time on board the train would slow down so 

much even though the train is going so fast. 

It’s possible in theory and it would be fascinating one 

day to see. However, this is also only a theory. It may 

just happen one day when technology allows us to move 

so fast in time! 

 

  

Timeline of Key Events: 

 

Key Vocabulary 

analogue – Refers to a clock that uses numbers and 

hands to show the time. 

chronological – Following time order, or the order in 

which a sequence of events happened 

community – People living in the same area, or people 

who share the same interests, social group or 

nationality. 

development – The process through which a thing or 

person changes, grows or becomes more advanced.  

digital – Refers to time or information that is shown 

using an electronic image. 

physical features – Details that make up the 

appearance of an object, landscape or person.  

portal – An important, large or grand entrance. 

reaction – A feeling, action or behaviour that results 

from something else.  

time capsule – A container that stores items from the 

present day, which is buried and left to be discovered 

in the future.  

timeline – a written representation of time, on which 

important dates of events are marked.  

Interesting Facts 
 It is forecast that by 2050, the world population of 

over 60’s will reach two billion.  

 ‘The Time Machine’, a science fiction novel written by 

H.G. Wells and published in 1895, popularised the 

concept of using a vehicle to travel backwards or 

forwards through time.  

 Dr Who’s time machine is called the TARDIS, which 

stands for ‘Time and Relative Dimension in Space’.  

 

http://www.ouruniverseforkids.com/how-life-began.html
http://www.ouruniverseforkids.com/the-big-bang.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
Term 5 

 

Animals Including Humans – Time Traveller! 

Children will learn about how humans and animals change and 
develop as they grow older over time. 

Theme Overview 
Tick, tock, tick, tock...the hands on the clock never stop.  From the moment we are born, from toddler to teen,  
middle age to elderly, time stops for no man. 
Find out what happens to our bodies and brains as we grow older, and how do we cope with these changes. 
How long does a human baby take to grow inside the womb?  Does it take longer than an elephant calf? Or a 
kitten? 
Take a good look at yourself… How has your face changed since you were a baby and how will it change as 
you grow older? Can you photograph it, change it, age it? 

In this unit children will: 

 Describe the changes as humans 

develop to old age by 

drawing a timeline to indicate 

stages in the growth and 

development of humans. 

 Record data and results of 

increasing complexity using bar 

and line graphs in the context of 

the growth of babies in 

height and/or weight during their 

first year after birth as well as 

comparing gestation periods and 

life expectancies of animals. 

 Take measurements, using a range 

of scientific equipment, with 

increasing accuracy and precision, 

taking repeat readings where 

appropriate. 

 Report findings from enquiries, 

including oral and written 

explanations of results in the 

context of the gestation 

period for animals. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Content 

The Human Life Cycle 

Foetus  - at this time, a baby is growing 

inside it's mum's womb. 

Baby - born after spending 9 months 

inside the womb. 

Childhood – at this stage you learn to walk 

and talk. 

Adolescence – at this stage children 

become teenagers. 

Adulthood – your body is fully developed. 

Old age/elderly – the last stage in the life 

cycle of a human. 

 

Gestation 

Gestation is the period of time that a 

mammal carries her offspring, or 

babies, inside her body before giving 

birth. The length of gestation is 

different for each type of mammal. 

Larger animals usually have longer 

gestations than smaller animals. 

Human gestation, or pregnancy, lasts 

about nine months. An elephant’s 

gestation lasts about 22 months. In 

squirrels, gestation lasts only about six 

weeks. 

 

Diurnal and Nocturnal 

Animals that are active during the day 

are called diurnal. They hunt or feed 

during the day and sleep during the 

night. Examples of diurnal animals are 

humans, horses and dolphins. 

Nocturnal animals do it the other way 

round. For example, bats, owls and 

cats. 

 

 

Fun facts: Did you know? 

It is forecast that by 2050 the world population of 

over-60s will reach 2 billion. 

Human babies are the only primate infants that smile 

at their parents. 

Humans and dolphins are ‘diurnal’ animals which 

menas they are active during the day and sleep at 

night. Bats, owls and cats are examples of ‘nocturnal’ 

animals which means they are active at night and 

sleep during the day. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Adolescent – The process of developing from a child into an 

adult (teenager) 

Adult – A person who is fully grown or developed 

Asexual reproduction – Offspring get genes from one parent so 

are clones of their parents 

Child – A young human being below the age of puberty or below 

the legal age of majority 

Foetus/ fetus – An unborn or unhatched offspring of a mammal, 

in particular an unborn human more than eight weeks after 

conception 

Gestation – The process or period of developing inside the 

womb between conception and birth 

Life expectancy – The average period that you may expect to live 

Mammal – A warm-blooded vertebrate animal, distinguishable 

by the posession of hair or fur, females secreting milk for young 

and typically giving birth to live young 

Offspring – A person’s child or children/ an animal’s young 

Puberty – The period during which adolescents reach sexual 

maturity and become capable of reproduction 

Reproduction – The production of offspring by a sexual or 

asexual process 

Sexual reproduction – Offspring get genes from both mum and 

dad, inheriting a mix of features from both 
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