
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Term 6 
 

Science: Electricity 
If you’ve ever sat watching a thunderstorm you will have some idea of the power of 

electricity. A bolt of lightning is a sudden, massive surge of electricity between the sky 

and the ground. The energy in a single lightning bolt is enough to light 100 lamps for a 

whole day or to make a couple of hundred thousand slices of toast! 

Background information 

For an electric current to happen, there must be a circuit. A circuit is a closed path or 

loop around which an electric current flows. A circuit is usually made by linking 

electrical components together with pieces of wire cable. In a torch there is a simple 

circuit with a switch, a lamp and a battery linked together by a few short pieces 

of copper wire. When you turn the switch on, electricity flows around the circuit. If 

there is a break anywhere in the circuit, electricity cannot flow. If one of the wires is 

broken, for example, the lamp will not light. Similarly, if the switch is turned off, no 

electricity can flow. 

    Key Individuals  

Benjamin Franklin - First to study 

electricity in depth and discovered 

that lightening was electrical in 1752 

Alessandro Volta - Invented the 

first battery, known as a ‘voltaic pile’ 

in 1793 

Michael Faraday - Conducted lots 

of investigations into electricity; 

including, studying electromagnets 

1791- 1867 

Thomas Edison - Invented the 

modern light bulb in 1879 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this unit the children will: 

 identify common appliances that 

run on electricity  

 construct a simple series electrical 

circuit, identifying and naming its 

basic parts, including cells, wires, 

bulbs, switches and buzzers  

  identify whether or not a lamp  

will light in a simple series circuit, 

based on whether or not the lamp 

is part of a complete loop with a  

battery  

 recognise that a switch opens and  

closes a circuit and associate this 

with whether or not a lamp lights in  

a simple series circuit  

 recognise some common conductors  

and insulators, and associate metals 

with being good conductors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Battery - A container consisting of one or 

more cells where chemical energy is 

converted into electricity and used as a 

source of power 

Bulb - A glass bulb which provides light by 

passing an electrical current through a 

filament 

Buzzer - An electrical device that makes a 

buzzing noise and is used for signalling 

Cell - A device containing electrodes that 

is used for generating current 

Circuit - A complete and closed path 

around which a circulating electric current 

can flow 

Electrical Conductor - A material or 

device which all electricity to pass through 

Electrical Insulator - A material that 

does not let electricity pass through 

Electricity - The flow of tiny particles 

called electrons and protons. It can also 

mean the energy you get when electrons 

flow from place to place 

Motor - A machine powered by electricity 

that supplies motive power for a vehicle or 

other moveable device 

Static Electricity - An imbalance of 

electric charges within or on the surface of 

a material 

Switch - A device for making and breaking 

the connection in an electric circuit 

 

Benjamin Franklin’s experiment: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 
Term 6 

 

History:  

I am Warrior! I am strong, brave and powerful. 

Invade and attack, Romans versus the Celts, the 

fight is on… 

 
Background information 

Roman Britain was a province of the Roman Empire from 43 BC to 409 AD. Before the 

invasions, the tribes of Britain had already established cultural and economic links with 

continental Europe, but the Roman invaders introduced new developments in agriculture, 

urbanisation, industry, and architecture. After the initial rebellions of Caratacus and 

Boudicca, the Romans controlled the lands south of Hadrian’s Wall in relative peace & a 

distinctively Romano-British culture developed. From 400 AD, Britain suffered repeated 

attacks from barbarian invasions and in c. 409 AD Roman officials departed. Over the next 

150 years most of the Roman cities fell into ruins, nevertheless, the legacy of Roman rule 

was felt for many centuries. 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

Interesting Facts 

 
 Many Roman roads, such as Ermin St 

still form the basis of routes used 

today.  

 The Julian calendar was the first to 

consist of 365 days, along with a leap 

year every four years. It forms the 

basis of the Gregorian calendar we 

use today.  

• The Romans first invented what today 

we call hydraulic cement-based 

concrete. They built numerous 

concrete structures, including the 

Pantheon in Rome, one of the finest 

examples of Roman architecture that 

survives to this day. 

 

 

 

 

In this unit children will:  

• Discover warring Britain, 

learning about Claudius, 

Boudicca and Julius Caesar. 

• Find out what the Romans 

did for us. 

• Learn about everyday life 

of a Roman soldier 
 

 

 

Key Individuals: 

Aulus Plautius – General who led Roman invasion army 
in 43 AD 
Claudius – Emperor who ordered the invasion 
Prasutagus – King of the Iceni 
Boudicca – Queen of the Iceni 
Hadrian – Emperor who orders the building of the wall 
between Scotland & Roman Britain 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Content  

55 BC Julius Caesar heads first 

Roman Invasion but later 

withdraws  

44 BC Julius Caesar is murdered in 

Rome 

43 AD Romans invade Britain and it 

becomes part of the Roman 

Empire 

50 AD London is founded 

61 AD Boudicca leads the Iceni in 

revolt against the Romans 

70 AD The Romans conquer Wales 

and the North 

76 AD The Emperor Hadrian is born 

80 AD The Colosseum of Rome is 

built 

122-128 

AD 

Emperor Hadrian builds a wall 

on the Scottish border 

140 AD The Romans conquer Scotland 

306 AD Constantine the Great 

declared Emperor at York 

401 – 410 

AD 

The Romans withdraw from 

Britain: Anglo-Saxon 

migrants begin to settle 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

AD – (Addo Domini) The time after the birth of 

Jesus Christ 

Aqueduct – A manmade channel used for 

delivering water to Roman towns 

Archaeologist – A person who studies history by 

digging up objects to tell us about the past 

Barbarian – A term used used by the Romans to 

refer to people who lived outside the Roman 

Empire  

BC – (Before Christ) The time before the birth 

of Jesus Christ 

Celtic tribes – The tribes (Celts) that lived in 

Britain during the Iron Age. They also lived on 

mainland Europe 

Century – A division of the Roman army made up 

of 80 soldiers and led by a centurion  

Conquer – To take control of a place by fighting  

Consul – The highest position in the Roman 

government 

Emperor – The leader of an empire  

Empire – A group of countries that are controlled 

by one ruler 

Gladiator – A person who fought for the 

entertainment of Roman audiences  

Iceni tribe – A Celtic tribe led by Boudicca into a 

rebellion against the Romans 

Legion – The main unit of the Roman army  

Raid – Surprise attack 

Senate – A group of prestigious men who advised 

the consuls  
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