
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd January 2021 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Firstly, I would just like to wish everyone a truly Happy New Year and hope you all managed to have 
a restful break. I’m sure that owing to the last-minute government changes, your Christmas Day 
celebrations may have looked somewhat different compared to those which were originally 
planned... 
 
Secondly, I want to apologise for emailing so late on a weekend, during the holidays.   
 
Due to an unprecedented Covid-19 situation, significant numbers of school staff under the 
guidance of their trade union have taken the decision to invoke section 44 of the Employment 
Rights Act 1996, and are choosing to work from home.  
  

School senior leaders have worked incredibly hard all weekend to try and find a way in which we 
could safely staff our school allowing all children to return. We were unable to find an agreed 
solution. It is with a heavy heart that I must inform you that I, along with the trust have no option 
but to only open the school for those children who are vulnerable or from key working families.  
 
If you consider yourself to be in either of these categories I urge you to email the c19@grange-
jun.swindon.sch.uk as soon as possible so that we can allocate spaces.  
If you are not a key worker or your child would not be considered vulnerable please do not attend 
the school site tomorrow.  
  

Learning for all remaining children will be online from 9am Monday 4th January. Your child’s 
teacher will be available online and intend to live stream learning during our usual school hours. 
They will provide you with a plan of exactly what learning will take place over the coming days and 
weeks through the Seesaw platform.  
  

If you have problems accessing remote learning, then please let school know and we will work out 
the best way to deliver learning to your child.  
  

I am sorry that we are put in such a difficult position due to the effects of Covid-19. I can tell you 
that myself and my team will work as hard as we can in the coming days and weeks to return to 
onsite teaching as soon as possible. 
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I understand this is not what we had planned and that closing school and moving to online learning 
will inevitably cause individual issues. Please get in touch and we will support and advise as best we 
can. More information will be available from the teaching unions in the coming days and I will, of 
course, keep you informed as much as possible. 
  

We continue to appreciate your support and understanding during this difficult time. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Mrs Claire Arthur 
 
Interim Principal 
 
 
 


